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/LLUMINATING 

The sciences of sculpture, architecture, and painting were 
well known to the Vedic seers. This was established in my 
books Rig Vedic Aesthetics and Bharatiya Devaiayain. 
The Samhftas mention the divine architects and sculptors like 
Tvasta, Visvakarma and the Ribhus. This Visvakarma being 
identified with Brahma, Vishnu and Rudra, appears as the 
Absolute Brahman in Rig Veda X-81,82 As such the 
meaning given to that name today does not appear to us to 
be valid. But we have an open mind on this point. 

The various sacrifices mentioned in the Vedic texts make 
the recitation of an itihasa an integral part of the sacrifice; 
This has led Mr. Koegi (Sagenstoffe des Rig Veda) to prove 
conclusively that the present Mahabharata in some form or 
other was anterior to the Vedas. Mr. Hogg had shown that 
the Yajuiveda was prior to the Rig Veda, Then the cult of 
sacrifice is the most ancient one. Evidenty then the various 
branches of geometry were known to our ancients. Otherwise 
the Yupa, Homakundas and the like are not possible. 

It is to explore the knowledge of and the use made of 
sculpture and architecture by the ancient seers that 
Dr. Sobhirala Satyanarayana has undertaken tiie present study. 
Though the title of this work is Srimad Andhra Maha Bharata 
Silpakala Darsanam the author has drawn heavily on Bhagavan 
Vyasa's text. There are given also relevant passages from 
Valmiki Ramayana and other puranas. 



A certain evolution of these sciences is clearly brought 
out in the present work. The work would have been of 
greater value if he had also considered texts like Manasara, 
Kasyapasilpa, Silpa Ratna, Sesha Samuchaya and Samarangana 
Sutradhara. The work then would become unwieldy. The 
author has wisely kept the work within bounds, 

The third chapter devoted to Yagna Silpa is 
illuminating. Many facts are brought to light. Here are 
some controversial points. This is because the author is eager 
to see Visvakarma everywhere. 

Vacaspati is Visvakarma (P 83) only in the sense that he 
taught Indra the science of grammar, the science of words 
and designations (name) as Patanjali stated. 

The part played by sculpture, architecture, and wood 
work ,n the various sacrifices like Raja-.uya, Asvamedha, 
Putrakamesti, Vajapeya, Brihaspati sava, Sarpayaga, and 
V.svaj.t are very eloborately and clearly enunciated. 
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He (Hota) repeats a verse addressed to Prajapati - 
Prajapati is the Sacrifice. Verily he grasps the sacrifice 
ti " A. B. Keith. T. S. ii-5-7 
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Cf :- A.B. Keith : T, S. iii-2-3 
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* "The Lord of Creatures, Omnific.. ......." 

Ralph T. H. Griffith - The Texts of the White YEJURVEDA. 
**. " Let Prajapati, All-worker, release it. " 
w . A. B. Keith : T. S. iv-2-5-2. 

" Vishnu is the Sacrifice; Veriiy he makes the Sacrifice " 

nm ,M- u - . "" A ' B - Keith :T ' S - "i-1-10 

hfc tfnJes ,?^ Iflce ' VerHy c cing the sacrifice 

A. B. Keith : T. S. iii-5-1 
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** Cf. > A. B.Keith. T. S. ii-2-9. 

''TheKariras are connected with Soma; The offering 
connected with Soma makes the rain to move from 
the sky; in that there are Kariras (In the sacrifice) by 
means of an offering which is connected with Soma 
he wins the rain from the sky. " 
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* Cf:- A B.Keith - T. S. iii-2-7 

" To the Lord of the sacrifice the Rishissaid, 
By thy sin creatures are faminishing and troubled, 
He did not secure the two drops of honey, 
May Visvakarma unite us with them " 
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* Rajasuya :- A Royal Sacrifice, A great sacrifice performed at the 
installation of a king, religious in nature but political 
in its operation, because it implied that he who insti- 
tuted ^the sacrifice was the supreme Lord, a king 
over kings and his tributory princes were required to 
be present at the rite. John Dowson 

A clasical Dfctlonery of Hindu Mythology, Religion 
Geography, History and Literature. P-254 
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.1. Cf. :- Vishva Bandhu : The Vedas and Sastras 

A General Veiw P. 18 

"The actual performance of these rites was preceded by 
the construction in the open of platform like altars ( Vedis) 
of varied designs (citis) built of unbaked bricks. Separate 
places were provided therein for kindling the three sacri- 
ficial fires (Tretagni), the main one called Ahavaniya being 
placed in the East with the other two namely the Garhapatya 
in the West and the Dakshma in the South." 
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1 . "The Adhvaryu priest, distinct from Hota and Udgata had nume- 
rous functions, like measuring the ground, building the altar 
preparing sacrificial vessels etc. - quoted by Dr. Bali Nath 
Puri, in the Book "India in the time of Patanjali." PP. 175-6 
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1 Gf :- 1 ) Sivanath Aahitagni : Rigveda Sara Samgraha 

_p. 18 Notes on R. V. 2-1-2 

"The ritual of the yajnas existed in some form even before 
the time of inspired Rishis, probably revealed to the prime- 
val Rishis Manu, Bhrigu Angirus, Atharva & C, the first 
institutors of sacrifice." 

2) Ralbh T. H. GRIFFITH : Hymns of the Rigveda Vol 1 

Notes on R. V. 2-1 -2 
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* Cf :- A B. Keith : The Vedas of the Black Yajus School entitled 
Taittiariya Samhita. Introduction. P. cxi. 
" In the ritual texts the Rajasuya is an offer of great compli- 
cation extending over two years the centre being Abhisecha- 
neya day when actual anoiting of the king took place. 
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I Cf :- Mahabharata Eng Tr - P. C Roy P. 148. 

" And the ocean himself brought in a sirng that big conch of 
Varuna which the celestial artificer Viswakarma had construc- 
ted with a thousand Niskas of gold and which Prajapati 
presented unto Indra, It was with that conch that Krishna 
bathed Yudhistifa after the conclusion of the sacrifice " 
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Cf :- A. B. Keith : T, S. 5 -4- 5. 

"Indra' slew Vritra ......... he is set free from his evil 

by .the offering to V1SVAKARMAN." 
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D. 4-6-2, ^ 2161 
Cf ;- (1 ) A, B. Keith : T. S. 4-6-2 Notes 

This section gives Mantras for two oblations to 
N/isvakarman each with eight mantras. 

(2) Ralph T. H. Griffith : The Texts of the WHITE 
YAJURVEDA- Book - XVII -17 

^He (the Adhvaryu) offers clarified butter in a ladle 
filled with sixteen spoonfuls in two oblations with eight 
formulas for each." 

"VISVAKARMAN, the Omnific the Universal Father and 

Generator, the Architect of the worlds and Creator of all 

things, here identified with Prajapati Agni, the FireAIasr" 

-He offers again to Visvakarman, the Omnific Agni " 

XVII - 78 
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3. Cf :- The Adhvarya ties an ornament of gold, perhaps a chain, 
round the neck of the sacrificer and makes him recite 
the formnla. (22-1) GRIFFITH. 
. 4-1-10; 5- 1-10? 
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14. 4-7 

iV.Cf.-:- Ralph T. H. Griffith : THE WHITE YAJURVEDA. Notes. 

"PRAVARGYAIs'a preperatory rite of. the Soma sacrifice 1 ' 

P. 291 

"The object of PRAVARGYA which is preperatory and 
introductory ceremony like Diksha or consecration (iv. 2, 
v. 6) is the bodily regeneration of the sacrificer, the 
provision of a heavenly body with which alone he is 
permiitted to enter the residence of the Gods'* P 302 
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* Cf :- Ralph T. H. Grirfith : THE WHITE YEJURVEDA 8-8 
'Thee with swaha to Savitar attended by Ribhu, Vibhu, Vaja 
( Ribhu, Vibhu more generally known as Vibhvan and 
Vaja = the Ribhus, sons of Siidhahvan, raised to heaven 
and Godhead for their deeds. ) 
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(2) w^'SasSbo 6.47-3. 



(3) A. B. Keith : T. S iii-1-9. 

"May these Soudhanvas, who have attained heaven" 
(The reference is of course to the Ribhus and their deeds.) 
* Maurice Bloomfield : Hymns of the Atharva Veda 9-1-13 

''As the soma at the third pressure (evening) is dear to the Ribhus 
thus in my own person Ribhus lusture shall be sustained." 
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* Cf :-A. B Keith : T-S. 5-5-5 

" Jf V!SWAKARMAN' lord of the quarters, may he protect our cattle, 
may he protect us, to him homage,.. " 



2. * = tf* o , 159 
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2 [FIVE LAYERS] 

cJiiffi-Sa^ ^qj'^sscsSos^a^iD ^Q- 

10,800 



eo 3- 



1. tf^Sg . Mfn. Supported by 4 Stratums, 

S. E. D. - Monter Monier Williams 

2. &-& :. g^. <js>. 5.2.3 ^dSbs^sSs. Sa 1898, 



"Sis-o 



(3) Cf :- Ralph T. H. Griffith :THE WHITE YAJURVEDA 

Notes : P. 87 

or B h2ShJ'f"o XV th L C ntain formulas for th construction of altars 
or hearths for the various sacrificial fires and first & chiefly for 
building up with about 10.800 bricks all laid with special I conse 
Sf unhS?' th H 6 HTJARAVEDlor HIGH ALTAR whKepresSnfs 
- called ThaA^ h ldentlfied ^ith Agni himself. This ceremony, 

fo mlJp a nH 9 " f Yana requ '- res a year for its complete perl 
formance and is of corresponding importance. The Hiah Altar is 

or"?! con 6 ' ^ the Sh3pe f 3n UtSp ' ead bird < Probab fan eagle 
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"3 .3^2 

c _ 3 " 

" . J6. B-6.9* 






6*3* g ^30^6^0 c 

S d6o ^3 rt> do 



J6A\ -Sc&itio 200 



5. 162- 



Sj). 2484 

S3* si i 



Cf:- A B Keith : T S. 5-6-9(d) 

The fire is the year; its bricks are arranged three fold, those of 
Prajapati, jof Vishnu or Visvakarman... Therefore they say 
"Threefold is Agni." 
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_ _ 

S. aS^g oa?>oS3g jSoOtfs ScHf] 3^1 8 , - 
\*KL.frZrss 9 

. ST. {?. s?o. 11.28.29 
-0^0 
. 90=00^ 

. [Constructed by Priests' skilled in architecture 
pertaining to Sacrifices ] * 
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ti tf<t 88.25* 
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. 88.39 



. cfib. 12.4; ffx.dS). 4-1-101 

^ J 



ie 

v. 



53- S. 70.42 



fg 

1. Cf:- G.K. Pillai = THE WAY OF THE SILPIS P. 157 

"The Silpis took advantage of such circumstances, and in the 
construction of the altars, though presamably for sacrifices, they 
revised their^mathematical knowledge, tested their formulae, in- 
structed the pupils and demonstrated their geometry and applied 
mathematics/' 



64 






c&qs'S'eo c g n 

srg. 5? tssg-. 85-81 



,. -s-.e-. ss. 134-15* 




- . 

" S^. <&. 1.3.4 d'cSS 35-^^ ^ ggg 



, 211 



6 O aXi (T 



0^83 "S 



65 



3 

to S3|)) 

(6, 






-s?. o.. BPO. 14-25,26 
^o^ ^>A)SS)?? 5fe' n 
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21 ^cpdoo d 3 ^^) rt 21 c^oS^DDOD 21 



. 4-180* 



srg. 5. w^-^a^. 88.30 



. 88. 27-29 

. cr. 570. 14. 22-24 
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. 4.204 



"Q God Tvasta make pleasant our Possessions' 
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1. Cf. :- A. B. Keith : Introckiction to T S 

" 



CVIV 



the 



ceremony" 

2. &.& : . r^.cSS>. 5-6-8 



in the case of a 

n 5 ,,- Brahm?n b V the 
' nsta "ation and consecration 
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s?g. ?. S5^. 121.12 
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s5^. sS,. 4.11) 
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.cfc-35ds 

io^ c3cs5a.sSSSiopd5^s5aos5o<&. 
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6-10 



L dip^ :. ag"^^. &^js, 2, 377.78 
srg 5 s . &^or. w." 84 

2. _ _ : .' '. 
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Sgc&T s>os e &r i aX> #1igc&o sSsS^cP 1 n 57. g?. efi. 1-228* 
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sr. 57. es. 63-1, 2 



1, ste^dS. gptf. 3. 3-94 
3. 



2. dS^-S srtf. 
. 1. 8.21 

O 



63.1, 2 



. 1925 



295 



(353353*8 - 



|| 5 |l 

sy$.$5-s$S. 129. 4, 5* 

So c&o <& 



.. ^g-^ SS. 129. 11-12 



*^. .as. 129.4. 5 o 

,> 4 - 



_ n 5 H .. 

a 

(2) tf*^a ^^>- ^ . ^o&&s^ W tf. sj,,4 30 



(3) -^,. 

. ^>. 1807 
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8.12 






. 71. 129-30 



_ SJ-J.SP. ^Jes. 68. 12 
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- 3-g^ 5*5 8 
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36 







:- A. S. Keith: T. S. 6-1-1 
man dM^^^^^^^^ The Gods and 
the Southern, men the western ? the ? S^th* 19 ***?"*' the Pitrs 

a^ys.ts?" 1 p ^^^ p ^ 



ocSo SQos5sS3&> 

^3g0^diS*^SSDDO& ^uJOTSSie 

i?5)j5sSo^^o& " 
(TRAPEZIUM) 



a 2 



a ^ &X7 er 



30 ''SSosScooD, ^X^^OD 24 



\. Cf :- R. C. Majumdar = Ancient India P. 85 
2. {&*& :-. ^. <^ 1-2-1 1 a<sfea5-6jsS s&. 304 

Cf :- G. 1C Pillai ; The Ways of the SILPIS P. 169. 
"MAHAVED! is a regular Isossceles Trapezium, The base of the 
trapezium is given as 30 prakrams, the face (or tfteopposite side) 
is 24 prakrams, and the altitude is 36 prakramas. Prakrama app- 
ears to be a measure like feet or strides- 
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YAJURVEDA 
With Adityas." A 
God of Battle.. 
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. 6-4.10 



cf :- Ralph T. H. GrfftR. V. X-114-6. Vol II P. 5o8 Notes. 

: . ^.ddb. 1_4. 

. 4). 981 
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s Q sS^ S7 3 8 

' _ %.* 1.4.2?**' 



1-4.27 



. 481 



SsS i ^5*5 



6*^0- 



** Cf :- A. B. Keith : I. S. 1-4-27 

"0 Agni, With the wives in unison with God Tvastar, drink the 
Soma, Hail" 
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ciSD x5^^5g) SD^fiS^g^sSaD ^ 
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_1. . 1.3. 



_ s.c& 1.7.7** 
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. 10.81 
1-7.7 
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s*o. sfc. g? 18-7-5 



&>,c&. 9-30 
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S'O e 
^)^5 
&^d^oDH p-S35J-cefo. ^5^. 2.210 
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srj.5s-.68, IS, U 



aaffl 



68-12* 
5Sisoo 



fi5 4 



o. 68-12 ^to. 8270 
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' 1 80 S) 

&; 6 <* 



"3 sS>6sigo "3 ^ S^^ff ^crg lusrg.g?. SS. ISO. 2 



. 5 



_ e *- 88 " 32 



dfirofi a^^^j u _ <rod. 268. 24 



u -vo*. 284.58 
tp do 3 



2 
*oc^o 



8. 224 -^--| 2, 3*5. 5J*. voa. 284. 41 f 42 

3. 5?^ ^sJtfSbD. ctf. 4 6-14 



87 



ss 



s3- . 5?. ro. 285-77 



53 



. rS. 87. 68, 64 



2. 
3. 



. 2i 



4.54 (= srg^. etf 4.3.2-3) 
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tf 



. 4.3.2,3 






srg.S?. rod. 35.18 




1 . Cf. :- A B. Keith : Introduction to T. S. CVIV 

' tha ^ 
the Ra\*nv llowed in the case of a 
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eo 
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ti 17 u 



u 18 11 
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26 u 

180 y*. 14.26 
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-10,411 D 



(18) 



(17) 



(26) 
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10,800 



*$*$ 8-7-3.17 
ii _^ d&. 4-2.9* 
33^7? 



: -- S.d&. 4.2-9 



"Thou art firm, supporting, un over powered, well wrought by 
Viswakarman." - A. B. Keith : T. S. 4-2-9. 
Cf : Raif T. H. Griffith : The WHITE YAJUHVEDA. xiii - 16 

"Steady art thou, sustainer, laid by Visvakarman in thy place." 



(layers) tfft, 7| 



cSs5o^33^S s 8sr^8,?T i .S, 



. 0E&) 

8l 



Cf :- Romesh C Dutt : Early Hindu Civilisation. 

"The area of the earliest Chaturasra Syena was to be 7| squares 
the side of each' square being equal to Purusha i.e. the height of 
a man with up -lifted arms. When any other* shape of altar was 
required the size or area did not change so that a wheel or equi- 
lateral triangle or a tortoise had to be constructed - all of the 
area of 7.-J .Puru.shas. Then agian at the second construction of the 
altar one square Purusha had to be added to the area, and at the 
third construction two square Pursshas had to be added without 
changing the shade of the relative proportions of the figure. 
All this could not be done without a considerable knowledge 
of Geometry. 
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. 4-3-3 ^cs&ess'^sSoD. ^ 1979 



. 4.3-4, ^rc&ra^&Sxio. ^). 1985 



"Visvakarman is thy seer, may tha two Aswins, the leeches, 

set thee here." A. B. Keith. 

"Visvakarman is thy Rishi" V. S. 14-5 Griffith. 
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. 4-8-8 



0>5 
i g e 



4-3-9* 



1. ifrefc :. 5.dS>. 4-8.8 



. ... - 

" Let Visvakarman place thee in the ridge of atmosphere'' 

A.8. Keith 



** " 



2a:3j*?ca' <oag n ' 

. Q 



106.18 



" S> 85 - J5- 







tf fe 



g "2 



* S^.d6. 5-2-7 A. B. Keith : T. S. 5-2-7. ' 

"He puts down s gold disk; gold is immortality; verily in immor 
tality he piles the fire, for propagation. 

** tfr& :_ ^ c&. 4.2.8. *ctf>Ea?sfc>. s&. 19S3. 



1. Cf : :- Ralph T. H. Griffith : The White Yajurveda, 134 Note 

On the piece of gold, he lays a golden figure of a man, on his 
Dack with Jiis face eastward, a symbol of Prajapati; Agni, and the 



$$. <&, 5-2-7. " He puts down a golden man, to support the 
world of the Sacrificer." A, B. Keith. 



. 8. 120.2 






^x5 q2> ^c^s* ^"16 QO JbcS u 



3>.$?. SS. 114.17.20 
GttS.'SaScrfc (S^dS 



d5o 



tf ) . 



?. ^'JS. r/4 17.18. ' otfl^cr 6ii."s5j. 182 
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8-21-4 



. 13-2-7*13] 



Cf :- Narayana Chandra Bandhyopadhyaya : HINDU POLITY 

and POLITICAL THFRIES Part I pp. 167-78. 

" Accorbing to the Aitareya Brahmana, the following Kings attai- 
ned Supreme headship by the performance of Rajasuya and 
Alndra Mahabhisheka. 

King Consecrating priest 

VISVAKARMA of the KASYAPA 

race of BHUVANA 

1. Cf :- The Cambridge History of Indra Voi I 

Ancient India -ed.'fay E. J. Rapson. p. 118. 

"The only case of which we hear is one reported in the Satapatha 
and Aitareya Brahmanas in which Visvakarman Bhauvana gave 
land to the priests who sacrificed for him but the Earth itself re 
buked his action." 
2 Cf :- A, L. Basham : THE WONDER THAT WAS INDIA, p. 110. 
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_3?g5S\ tftf/17. 11, 12 






. 70. 16.19 



O- Srfo 

-53d&. a3. 4.21 






^g.s-. es. 70. 18.20 



tfKSfcf, 



a . g . c . > a . 70 27** 
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8 ii 38 

II 39 



' n 40 



. 70, 50.40* 



. . 70.42 



* ^P&) :. 5T.?. w>. 70, 87.10 

" s$r;3fi> n 37 

* ^ , .' - . . 

ii 38 n 



.' u 39 u 



^ 



"And there were many Brahmins skilled in the art of making 
sacrificial platforms and in the rules of Krama Sacrifice" 

':.'.; P, C, Roy. M bh> Sec. LXXf. 
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_coo??rf. 10.80.1 



b^^fco .^.S^sSc&ss&aSo^c .sS5oS3cax5c6a.- 
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1. Cf :- Sivanath Afiitagni : Rugveda Sara Samhita. _ p 1 2' 

"The mantra mentions some of the fruits of Agni's worship 
which are endorsed by the ancient history of India. Rama the 

pflTRKT^JT^ 3S the reSylt Of 

PUTRESTI YAJNA by Oasaratha. The women folk of the Aryan 
worshippers of Agni may be said to Have literal iy teemed with 



sons. 



2. SS^dfi _ wtf. wa. 2.1 [ar^w. ea. 3_15] 
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StSt^l^^ 00 ^ J&^eo ssa^odo tfSc&=c 33y s>a6fi>. 

ao-e cfc&x <s5 a^tftf^^b. B-^ = ^dc^o& s^p^d) ^^^3 

SSX<=? vCx'v'*/' */ ^r^. erS ^rv .x ^ .x ,. - . ^ 
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19. 81-U 

sir- So 



1. ^.3 jjs-tf. &r:SO*. 1, 106.7 = sy53. e^. e 4. 28.38 

2, >&> ;. S^lto o^S^i^ 00 ^Ss^^ 83 ^ == 

t) ^. 21 
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_s7g^U?. ^5. 51.15, 16 



. >g^. a. 51. 15. o*^cT-|^a. 3. 202 

&P&* c-e-j tTcr^^s go^rt&lisPH 
Cf. s- EW, Hopkins: THE GREAT EPIC OF INDIA. P. 56 

'The Sutradhara appears only in 1-51-15, where he is a 
Sthapati, or architect and a Sutaha Pouranikaha; The 
application of the name is here apparently to the Sutra, lines 
or plans drawn up by the architect. " 
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)ii exas. 1-127.?* 
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^ ii oaftjtf. 1-U8.-4** 
s5Do<^c5[5d5o25e3c6 w 
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Cf :- Ralph T. H. Griffith : The Hymns of the Rigveda 1 -27,7. 
"The Bhrigus with their praver and praise, invited Him, 
the Bhrigus rubbing, offering gifts.' 1 

(The Bhrigus = descendants of Bhrigu, the earliest cherisher 
of Agni or Kindler of fire.) 

** Cf :- Ibid : 1-143.4. 

"Him, All -possessor, whom the Bhrigus with their might 
brought to earth's central point, the centre of the world." 

Cf :- Krishna Rao M. Joglaker : Boquet of Hymns from Rigveda. 
"a^KsS, 'Roasters, consumers' A class of mythological 

beings who belonged to the middle or aerial class of gods. They 
are connected with wnj and are spoken of as producers and 
nourishers of fire. They are associated with ontfd-s wttf 
s i They are supposed to be the descendants of the 



1 . Cf :- Dr. Satya Prakash : Founders of the Sciences in Ancient 
'Atharvan, also known as Angiras, is the first discoverer o 

OtfSbotftfu -sxo. 6. 16.13. 
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2. Cf :- Abinash Chandra Bose : THE CALL OF THE VEDAS. -p. 280 

''The Veda states that its words are for all MANKIND, not to be 
limited to any particular group or nationality." 

3. ifrfa :- tfdSrcfctfStfa :'3o&tfS>6* H ^. 101 
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Cf :- Ralph T. H. Griffith : The Hymns of jhe Rigveda. Noi 
" VISVAKARMAN the Omnific, is represented in fi 
as the Universal Father and Generator, the Cree 
things and Architect of worlds, " 
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1. fiSe^ ig ;. " The father of the eye : VISVAKARMAN who made 
the Light which enables the eye to see " 

2. eaSg :. "The Unborn, AJA, seems hereto be identified with 

VISVAKARMAN " 

[Ralph T H Griffith : The Hymns of the RIG VEDA Vol II P. 498) 
. !) ^sSd&epojjtf e Sd^rfo^eT, 4-6-2 
2) *J i d3be''^tf sresS^dSisSo&'-lJ 17-11.82 
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1. Cf :- Ralph T. H.Griffith : The White Vajurveda 
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42 



ii _ wtftf. 2-12.8 




-g.^. 3$. 29.39 



7. 15. 47_49 



. 559 



!S- 



s??) d" 



J43 



Ow 



-5 63J"ro.cS 



SP. e&. 28.99 

4&3... 
&. 2.84 



. 2.61* 



\S 1 " 
s^S. r.oa. 1.38S 

) 



. 4 



144 

g 



^0-53 



tfn 



&&C/TO ^ 

SfiSSc 



. wa. 75.1 



. 3, 330,31 



145 



. 




. 5. 27, 28 



CJ5DO ^ S & fiF g tf &D & 

. 7. 408 



s* ,35*. s5^, 312-45 
3&orfcrf S) c^bo^^&Dc ^3-330 



D. _ 

5) W 

5 s tf 



asSg 

13-8 



633" ft o3o J5 






so SS 

. 84-80,81 

' 



jgg 



7- do 



_ &. .' 134, 10-2 



csSa^crr 5 o o pdj^soo sDcn 9 o\ 



Maya : PO*P f. art, wisdom, extra-ordinany or Supernatural Power 

(only in earlier language) 

Mayin : &ro^ mfn artful, Skilled in art or enchantment etc. 
yiayavin : sS^o^ag Possessing illusive or magical Powers. 

Sir Monier Williams. SED. P, 811 
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;_ i) ^Aeyjb^So'SSirdSjEsJSa. SSsotftfsSbo. SJ). 83 
2) SJ^o'.S^Scp&'cCbedS) o77jS>5T^5rtfa. 

/Let images of deities deserving worship through flowers^and 
installed in temples and at cross-roads severally and served 
- " 



with cooked rice etc." 

. 56.33 



[chaityas = places of worship for Ganesa and other gods, 
Ayatanas = places of worship for Vishnu and other go ds ] 
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SS-.SP. sSiS. 190. 



1. 



(J5P.O.) 

= A temple in which relics of Buddha are preserved. 
^ = Chait y a ) -Monier Williams. 



2. teti. yjj-esg. 4_3i3 .3.^5.. ^ ]9L 



if j 
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_ tsx)t 4.3.13 



_ sr.?p. s5^. 39J 



1. Swami Harshananda : All about HINDU TEMPLES 

" The view that the Yaga Sala of the Vedic Period gradi 
metamorphosed into temples by the epic period ownin 
influence of the cults of devotion, is widely accepted." 

2. rt&awo cp&&ftf : &$ 



3. Cf :_- Vasudeva S Agrawala : Evolution'of the HINDU TE 

and other essays. 
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1. Swami Harshananda : All about HINDU TEMPLES 

2. Vasudeva S Agrawaia : Evolution of the HINDU TEMPLE and 

other essays. 
3. 



_ s&, 15, 
:. CPU gr*^^o ^o _^. 47 



1,6.0 



Q CD 

)u } ea&o 5oub ^o 



Jto ? 



> Cf :- 1 Stella Kramrishch : HINDU TEMPLE -p. 10. 

"First a SthapatI Is to be selected - one well-versed in Silpa- 
sastras, similarly a Stapaka also. Knowing the Silpasastra and 
possessing ail the qualifications of an Acharya, being selected 
by the patron, he should perform the architectural rites. 
(Vastu-karma) 

2 V S Agrawala : Evolution of Hiudu Temple and other essavs. 

p. 13, 

1. Swami Harshananda : All about HINDU TEMPLES -p 16. 
'The Yajamana (lit. the sacrificer. here, the financier and 
builder)must first choose a propeifguide or Sthapaka or Acharya 
for overall guidance and supervision. This Acharya must be an 
expert in art and architecture and rituals. The Acharya then 
chooses the Sthapati (Chief architect) and put him in charge 
of the whole constuction The Sthapati commands a status 
and respect equal to that of the Acharya 



ox&o 



d&Sctfoa 



1. P. K Acharya : An Encyclopaedia of HINDU ARCmTECTURE 

p. 512, 
Sthapati : The Chief Architect, the master builder. 

Sthapaka ; One who installs, actual worker, perhaps the princi- 
pal assistant to the Chief architect (sthapati) not the 
master who is called Karta. 

2. V. S Agrawala : Evolution of HINDU TEMPLE and other 
essays. _ p 13 

'' The Architect should have the knowledge of the Scienceor 
Architecture (Vastusastra) and other sciences like Mathematics 
Astronomy and of other various arts and crafts. The perfect 
architect should possess immediate intuition, a readiness of 
judgment (prajna)... 

;'The architect is the foremost of the craftsmen or silpins He 
is called Viswakarman- His other assistants are Sutragrahin 
Sutradhara, Takshaka and Vardaki, 5 e , the surveyor, sculptor 
and builder plasterer-painter, over and above these four there 
is the arch.tect-priest called Sthapaka who has the qualifica- 
tions of Acharya or Guru. 
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c? 2 21.32* 



Cf :- 1) INDIAN ARCHITECTURE -ed. by M .A. Ananthalwar 

_ _ Vol : I part VI. Book I p. 41. 

2) Prasanna Kumar Acharya _ Manasara. 

'^The Sthapati is in rank the Director General and the 

Consulting Architect. [Manasara 2-21]. 

"The Sthapati must be well-versed in all Sciences. 

s3Ss sStfsg|s i [M.2-24] 

"He must have all the qualifications of a Supreme 
^Director. [Acharya. M -2-31] 

"The^Sutragrahin also should have the ganeral knowledge 
of ^all.the Sciences and Vedas. But he must be an expert 
in measuring accurately and make a special study of 
drawing. Vardhaki also should have the general 
knowledge of the Vedas and Practical Sciences. 

The Takshaka must be an expert in his own work i.e., 
carpentery. 
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r?3e>S3cS 



1. Cf :- V S. Pramar : Study of Indian Architecture - Proceedinqs 

of the workshop in History of Art - 1977. (p 13 ^ 

2. Cf :- 1) P. K. Acharya - Mahasara I quoted in. 

"The ART OF INDIAN ASIA" compiled and edited by 
Joseph Cambell. _ p . 32o _ Pantnecn ^ 

"The artificer should understand Atharvaveda the thirty two 
craftmanuals (Silpa Sastras) and the Vedic mantras- by which 
the -dtetias are invoked. He should be one who wears the 
sacred thread (,.e . he should be a member of one of the uppe 

i r a e "ofr *$ a neckiase f h iy bead and n hfs Cr 

a ring of sacred Kusa grass in the worship of God. 

2) Kewai Motwani : INDIA; A Synthesis of Cultures, -p. 88' 
3. Cf :- T. N Srinivasan : A Hand Book of South Indian Images. 

p. 119. 

''If is probable that in the early periods of Indian art, the priest 
himself was the artist and brought the inspiration and fecunda- 
tion of the sou! to the making of sacred objects of worship " 
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s'g-s 9 . 3*08. 187-32 
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:. i) a. 

5?^^^^^ . &^ - D . 100 
co & 



2) D" N. Sukla : SILPASASTR^. _ p . 2 67. 

"Visvakarma is a proper name not only of the Great 
Architect the Divine Architect but every Sthapati is 
descended from Visvakarma-" "y<"i * 

_ ONI r^o'o : ^aberotfJ&sJ*^^ Serj^f-d^^x) 

5, 11.18 
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5-9-3; "$v*$86*&ZS. 4-20. 

** Cf :- D. N. Sukla : SILPASASTRA. _ p. 2d2. 

"God is the spirit immenent in the Universe and temple is 
His Abode." 

"Every part of the temple architecture is an illustration of this 
organic theory corroborating the truth that God and His Temple 
correspond to sou! and human body." 

1,2. A&dSptfo o*a>^jfcftf : a>S srMosStf. $0. 13, 
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chapters of the Mahabharata P 347 

May Polosome E^n^ the cult . of W DfADHWAJA(lhe 
a cult whio Sdma P fn Countrl 1 es -,' Tha OUD of Egypt- 
the days o fthe Pota,g, wo~Sp." h0lar8 had itS ' i9i " in 



5gr-8 n _tf&j2otf. 4.3 



Sg&gc<fc ^^o^o^ 5So&j jSScaia 






q?^, 17-U 



4-3. 

Cf :- V S. Agrawala : Studies in Indian Art. p. 16. 

"We know of another motif on the punch-marked coins and in 
sculpture viz. a triangular - Surmounted Standard. If appears 
to me to be the Standard Symbol or Vaijayanti, the Indrayasti 
referred to in the Mahafoharafa and said to be a banner raised 
in honour of Indra to make the weal and the prosperity of the 
whole Janapada. It has an obvious resemblance with motif 
Ankh, that is first found in Egypt and then transmitted to other 
countries in Westsrn Asia." 
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1. Cf > Ralph T Griffith ; Hymns of 

w^obfaSn/^ * A ? nl Wh knows 
wim ooiation and song of praise." 
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000%$. 4-58.3 



1. -3350 S^go e'JSD 

^C? Sctf&r'e'^sj' ^^g tfotf 1 ) dfcessSrcS dr1i3 dn _ 

2. tip^a ;_ CP . a^ofijer' Sb^ : 5 tflcJb^?5jr'^ . ^SsSr-SiS 11 
8, -3ff&.:- OtfceS?'^ : aSee-ssSo^ASbsfc). ^. 109 



eg S?o 57. 



* Cf. :- G Ganguly. 
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.55". ea. 181-10 



5rg.53, <aa. 131-10 
232-5) j6^G^ _ f&&. 5-30) 



. 229.26 



"This God, child of the waters, was ...... made still and 

motionless by placing him on a Piece of Skin " 
his is poetic circumlocution for saying - 

it f the God on a Piece of 
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snaT^dJ. 7-63 
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3* 3^ fir. tfg|| ^.Ba. 10.81.1 



2. dp<& ;_ sy. a,. (37.g. lo5. 11-21. 

4. Cf :- Jeanine Miller : THE VEDAS. _ 09 

"Going back to the origins we find that the 'Father of the* eve' 

(CakshusahP,ta) is the 'all-creator Visvakarman, he who ?s 

wise in mind' (manasa hi dhirah, X 82. 1 , and thus promoter 

of wise insight as Cakshusah Pita could be interpreted. 

The all-seeing (V.svacakshas) and 'all-creator' (Visvakarman) 
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16-62-3 



105-21 



1. Cf :-. N. K. Bhatta Sail : Iconography of .Buddhist and 

Brahmanical Sculptures in Decca Museum ...... p 154 

"The priestly family of the Angirasa Brhmanas ...... Is said to 

have caused S.URYA.to ascend the sky by their rites. [R V, X 
62-3] The Angirasas thus appaar to' have been associated with 
the Solar worship from the earliest times and it is interesting 
to findjin the later Puranasthat it was the Angirasa Bharadwajas 
the Magas or S.kunda Oweepi Brahmins who were mainly instru- 
mental in spreading the wohrship of the Sun God in India." 
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Cf :- Ralph T. Griffith : The Hymns of the Rigveda. 

''Seven, to the one-wheeled chariot yoke the Courser, bearing 
seven names the Single Courser draws it." 
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2 Cf :- Dr. A. B. L. Awasthi : Studies in Skanda Purana. Part I. 
"Mundira, described as one of the three important cities 
associated with the Solar cult is placed in the Eastern Region 
near Gangapura." p. 123. 

"Kalapriya an important town associated with Sun cult has 
been correctly identified with Kalpi." p. 109. 

"The city of Mulasthana was reputed for its Sun temple," 

p. 52. 

'Mulasihana another important town famous for the Sun wor- 
ship represents modern Multan in Western Pakistan.' .p. 123 
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the inscrfptions of th ?,,, 9 D mp e ! f the God ^re found from 
that the installatfon and rnr,L r .' d - " v ^ahamihira informs 
of the Sun Sd be o! u 3 h " % ^ ima96S and temples 
Parsians) and it aDDear, rh ^ ? ^ ade by the M3 9 as ( who are 
Priests of the Sun God - '" days Ma|as W8re ths s P eoial 
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^. 1238-64) 



1. Cf. :- Krishna Deva ; Temples of North India, p 46 

2. Cf. :- Ibid. P. 79. " Grandest achievement of the artistic and 

architectural genius of Orissa. 

3. Cf :- Arabinda Chatterjee : KONARKA at a glance PP 1820 
4. 
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Cf :- N- Ramesam : Temples and Legends of Andhra Pradesh - 

ChXIX- ArasavalH 
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.d. 21-5* 



1. Cf :- Radha Kamal Mukerjee : The Flowering of Indian Art. -p. 35 
"From Aegean to the Indus and the Satleg, female Statuettes 
symbolising the Divine Mother have been discovered in large 
numbers indicating the unusual character of the worship of the 
Mother Goddess, One of the Harappa seals shows the Goddess 
as nude and upside down with lotus plant issuing from her 
navel. This is the prototype of the Earth Goddess Pridhvi, Aditi, 
or Srimata of the Vedic Aryans and of Srilakshmi, Gajalakshmi, 
Yakshi, there we cameacrsos in Bharhut Savehi and Orissa caves 

* Cf ;- A. C. Bose : The Call of the Vedas p 1 99, 

The Mighty Mother of those whose sway is just, 
The Queen of the order - we call on for our help,' 
The expression 'Mighty Mother' carries the idea of Supreme 
piety m terms of motherhood. (This idea has been popularised 
m later times by Tantra. 
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1. Cf :- (a) J. H. Dave: Immortal India. Vol 1 p. 159. 

"In the later Vedic Hymns the highest position is given to 
Visvakarma (R. V. 10-81,88).... 

He is an all-seeing God with faces in all directions. He is the 
creator of heaven and earth 

Prajapati is called the Creator and identified with Hiranyagarbha 
andka. [R. V 10-121] 

(b} Swami Harshananda : Hindu Gods and Goddesses. p.-S 
"From the cosmological point of progeny he is Pitamah. 
the Patriarch. He is Vidhi, the Co-ordinator and the Lokesa, 
the master of the worlds, as well as Dhatar, the Sustainer. 
He is also Visvakarma, the architect of the worlds." 
(c) Miss Nileswari V. Desai : Ancient Indian Society Religion 

and Mythology as-depicted in the Markandeya Purana. -p 174 
"Brahma is Svayambhu and as such is generally identified with 
....Dhatar, Vidhatar (Maker and Disposer) and Visvakarman, 

the All-maker. 

2. 
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Cf :- Swami. Harshananda : Hindu Gods and Goddesses, -p 26. 
" 




, - 

"In temples exclusively dedicated to Brahma his asoect 
fofm S rma K (the architect of the un 'verse) is adopted Tn 
-'' ah ng f Ur heads ' fou ' arms P holdn 



as 

om K h s 

iw -th'e'boSr t a ^ h r ng f Ur heads ' fou ' arms holding the 
on h7s Swan ' ? the kusa 9 rass and the water-pot and riding 

2. Cf :- J. H. Dave : Immortal India Vol. 1 p, 159 

^Sin^T 6 ^ 6 rhirthas where 3 Brahma one of 
the Hindu Trinity is being worshipped today." 
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1. w) o-g^^liD a^d5)<" "^55 Sltfjii _ enaT^fi. 10-81.3 
e) wa5" cygs- ^& eSj'Ss'Sbn ] 0-82-1 

2. fjggp^ss'o ?3c5^e3o sr-o^^ySjTD tf^o as?^o tftfo^OB-eaaT!. 10.124.9 



'They call him Swan, the abhorrent floods' companion, moving 
in friendship with celestial waters." Griffith. 
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1. Cf :- Jitendra Nath Benergea : Development of 

HINDU ICOMOGRAPHY. p. 303. 

"Vina in the Sunga art of the Central India is known as a 
stringed instrument like the Greek harp or lyre; the harp-like 
Vina appears for the first time in a Bharahut rail piller, it being 
placed in the hand of a devata, probably the prototype of 
SARASVATI, the Goddess of fine arts and learning." 
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2. -&Ss5?e8 8. 
6. 5r .7.. &^S> 8. ti5^^ 9, ^^S CO 

12. As3r^.^fe. 

2. Cf :-. C. Nalinikarith Bhatta Sail ; Iconography of Buddhist and 
B'rahammical Sculptures in Deccan Museum. p. 18. 

"The Swan which is t tie vehicle of the Brahma is found as the 
Vehicle of Sarasvathi, in many of her images; a fact that un- 
mistakably points to her original^ place in the Indian Mythology 
as Brahmani. or wife of Brahma." 
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** Cf :- Jeanine Miller : THE VEDAS. -p 77. 

Whatever is perceived inwardly by the Psyche is automatically 
projected outwardly into the cosmos. Thus sages (Surayah) 
behold (Pasyanti) 'the highest step in the seat of Vishnu' as an 
eye fixed in heaven (divivacakshur atatam.) 



!&. 255. 

"The heaven contemplated for average humanity is a fountain 
full of honey in the highest step of Vishnu; where rejoice those 
who are devoted to the Gods. [R. V. 1-154-5] 

- Jeanine Milter : The Vedas. -p. 132. 
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1. Cf :- G V. Raghava Rau : Scriptures of the Heavens. : p/75. 
"Some Scholars interpret this word 'Surayah' as referring to the 
eminent sages, or the Seven Rishis of the great Bear. If may be 
resonably said that as the Sevan Rishis that constitute the 
* ^rn stars of the great Bear He to one side to the West of 
VISHNUPADAM -the Rishis that constitute that group always 
see Him and can be rightly described as ever more beholding 
Him. a 

....If clearly and unequivocally locates the position of the Maker 
and disposer of the Universe In these terms." [R. V 10-82-2] 
The all-creator, all-knower and almighty, preserver, dispense, 
loftiest Overseer! Beyond the seven S9 ges, where they rejoice 
together in the fruit of their offerings, they speak of the One." 
Jednine Miller : The Vedas. p. 
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** Cf :- The Ancient Indian Tradition and Mythology- 

The GARUDA PURANA -1 Eng. Tr. p. 

"Silpa Krit = Creation of Arts; Silpa : The fine arts. 
Hastayohniyamakah = Controller of hands." 

1. dfy-S : w&^55. 5-328 a syg. 53 s . $$, 149. 40. 
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2. Cf. ;- T N. Srinivasan : A Handbook of South Indian Irngaes. P. 99 
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Cf ' : -- H P . \ZK V is d ind A o 9 u e bted f ;y 3 , he 1 p ,oto Type of the late, 
Hindu God Ganapati". 
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* Cf. :- P. N. Bose : Principles of Indian Silpa Sastra with text of 
Mayanridta. 
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ENGLISH: 

'l ^ The Mahabharata of Krishna Dwaipayana Vyasa. 
1 Tr. English Prose bv Pratap Chandra Roy, 

-Datavya Bharata Karyalaya, Calcutta. 

2) The Mahabharata - A criticism by C. V. Vaidya 

; - A. J Combridge & Co.' Bombay. 

3) The Great Epic of India - E. W. Hopkins. 
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Books in English on Ancient Civilisation 
Culture and Religion 



R. C. Mujumdar 
Romesh C. Dutt 
P. L. Bhargava 
A L. Basham 
N. C Bandhopadya 
E. B. Hawell 
Dr Balinath Puri 
E J. Rapsan (ed) 



Ancient India 

Early India Civilisation 

The Vedic Age 

The wonder that was India 

Hindu Polity and Polytical Theries 

History of Aryan Rule 

India with time of Patanjali 

The Cambridge History of India 



Vol I. - Ancient India 
Dr. A. B. L. Awusthi : Studies in Skanda Purana Part I. 
Miss. Nileswari V. Desai : Ancient Indian Society 
(Religion and Mythology as depiceated an Markandeya Parana 
The Cultural Heritage of India : Ramakrishna Mission. 
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Books in English on Art and Architecture 

P. K, Acharya (I) An Encyclopaedia of Hindu Architecture 

(2) Manasara 
M. A. Ananthelwar (ed) : Indian Architecture 

P. N. Bose : Principles of Indian Silpa Sastra 

with text of Mayamata 

D. N, Sukla : Silpasastra 

G. K. PiHai : The Ways of Silpis 

V. S. Agrawala : Studies in Indian Art 

Joseph Campbell : (ed). The Art of Indian Asia 

Radha Kamal Mukerjea : The Flowering of Indian Art 

Stella Krammishch : Hindu Temple 

V. S. Agrawala : Evolution of Hindu Temple 

Swarni Harshananda : (I) All about Hindu Temples 

(2) Hindu Gods and Goddesses 
J. Jitendranath Benerea : Development of Hindu Iconography 

N. K. Bhatta Sali : Iconography of Buddhist and Brahmanical 

Sculptures in Decca Musium 

T- N. Srinivasan : A Hand book of South Indian Images 
T. R Dave : Immortal India 
Krishna Deva : Temples of North India 
Arabinda Ghatterjee : Konark at a glance- 
Debala Ivlitra : Konark 

N. Ramesan : Temples and legends of Andhra Pradesh. 
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